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WHAT IS 3MT?
The Three Minute Thesis competition celebrates the exciting research conducted by Doctor of Philosophy students. Developed by The University of Queensland, 3MT cultivates students’ academic, presentation, and research communication skills. The competition supports their capacity to effectively explain their research in three minutes, in a language appropriate to a non-specialist audience.

VIRTUAL 3MT
To take part in a virtual 3MT competition each participating school, faculty, institute will hold an internal 3MT competition to select a winner. The key requirement will be that students must pre-record their presentation for consideration by the judges. This will ensure participants are not disadvantaged due to technical issues during a presentation. 

ELIGIBILITY 
Active PhD and Professional Doctorate (Research) candidates who have successfully passed their confirmation milestone (including candidates whose thesis is under submission) by the date of their first presentation are eligible to participate in 3MT competitions at all levels, including the Asia-Pacific 3MT competition. Graduates are not eligible.

RULES
· Submissions via video format.
· Presentations limited to 3 minutes and competitors exceeding 3 minutes are disqualified.
· Presentations are to be spoken word (no poems, raps, or songs).
· Presentations have commenced when a presenter starts their presentation through speech (timing does not include the 3MT title slide and commences when the competitor starts speaking, not the start of the video).
· Videos must meet the following criteria: 
· Filmed on the horizontal.
· Filmed on a plain background.
· Filmed from a static position.
· Filmed from one camera angle.
· Contains a 3MT title slide.
· Contains a 3MT PowerPoint slide (top right corner/cut to).
· A single static slide is permitted in the presentation (no slide transitions, animations, or ‘movement’). Can be visible continuously, or ‘cut to’ (multiple times) for a maximum of 1 minute.
· The 3-minute audio must be continuous (no sound edits or breaks).
· No additional props (costumes, musical instruments, laboratory equipment) are permitted within the recording.
· No additional electronic media (sound and video files) are permitted within the recording.
· The decision of the adjudicating panel is final.
Note: competitors *will not* be judged on video/ recording quality or editing capabilities. Judging will focus on the presentation, ability to communicate research to a non-specialist audience, and 3MT PowerPoint slide.
Note: After each competition round competitors have the option to either submit their current presentation or re-record and submit a new presentation for entry into the next round.
JUDGING CRITERIA
Comprehension and Content
· Presentation provided clear motivation, background, and significance to the research question.
· Presentation clearly described the research strategy/design and the results/findings of the research; and
· Presentation clearly described the conclusions, outcomes, and impact of the research.

Engagement and Communication
· The oration was delivered clearly, and the language was appropriate for a non-specialist audience.
· The PowerPoint slide was well-defined and enhanced the presentation.
· The presenter conveyed enthusiasm for their research and captured and maintained the audience’s attention.
· Enthusiasm for their research and captured and maintained the audience’s attention.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE VOTE
An important aspect of the competition is the People’s Choice prize. Following all presentations, the audience is asked to vote on who they thought gave the most convincing 3MT presentation (based on their understanding of the criteria above). Voting to be facilitated via an online poll. A finalist can be the winner or runner-up and still receive the People’s Choice award.

PRIZES
· Winner: [add in prize] 
· Runner-up: [add in prize]
· People’s Choice: [add in prize]
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